
RUSHMOOR SCHOOL - POLICY DOCUMENT
The same policy applies to the EYFS at Rushmoor School
At Rushmoor ‘Every Child Matters’

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS
Rushmoor has a considerable number of children with a range of Special Educational Needs. These include specific learning difficulties (Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, Semantic Pragmatic Disorder), emotional/behavioural problems, physical disabilities and those on the Autistic spectrum, namely Autism, Asperger’s Syndrome, OCD and ODD. There are also a few pupils whose first language is not English. In the school there are some pupils who may be gifted and talented, who may require specific provision

In order to meet the needs of all our pupils it is essential that we take full account of their specific difficulties and help them to develop strategies to enable them to access the broad, balanced curriculum available to them.
Rationale

At Rushmoor we recognise that there are pupils who have learning difficulties who will need additional support. Many of our pupils have specific learning difficulties such as, dyslexia. These students will need enhanced learning experiences to develop and extend their own abilities.

These pupils should be identified as early as possible so that provision can be made to make their time at the school enjoyable and rewarding.

Aims

The school aims to treat every child as an individual and to identify their differing needs. We seek at all times to allow children to achieve their potential by providing a suitably differentiated and challenging curriculum.  

We also aim to adhere to new guidelines and issues raised by the Education Act (EA) (1996), Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) (2005() and Every Child Matters (ECM).
Definitions

Education Act 1996- (section 312) Definition of Special Needs

"Children have special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty which c4115 for special educational provision to be made for them.

Children have a learning difficulty if they:

a. have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the m4ority of children of the same age; or

b. have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for children of the same age in schools within the area of the local education authority

c. are under compulsory school age and fall within the definition at (a) or above or would so do if special educational provision was not made for them.

Children must not be regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because the language or form of language of their home is different from the language in which they will be taught."

Disability Discrimination Act (2005)

Definition of disability:

(a) “a physical or mental impairment which has an adverse effect on the person’s ability to carry out day to day activities.

(b) The effect of the disability must be substantial (that is more than minor or trivial) and

(c) Long term (that is, has lasted or is likely to last for at least a year or for the rest of the life of the person) and

(d) The effect must be adverse”

Every Child Matters

The five principles of Every Child Matters

(a) “that children stay safe,

(b) That they are healthy,

(c) That they enjoy and achieve,

(d) They make a positive contribution and

(e) That they achieve economic well being”

Many of our students have specific learning difficulties, such as dyslexia. Many specific learning difficulties overlap so many students will have traits from one or more specific learning difficulty.

The British Psychological Society - 1998 Definition of Dyslexia

'Dyslexia is evident when accurate and fluent word reading and/or spelling develops very incompletely or with great difficulty. This focuses on literacy learning at the 'word level' and implies that the problem is severe and persistent despite appropriate learning opportunities~. It provides the basis for a staged process of assessment through teaching.'

Identification

Pupils will be assessed as they enter the school if it is felt necessary, they will also be screened on a regular basis. Referrals for assessment may also come from parents and teaching staff. Identification will occur as early as possible.

After assessment pupils will be placed on the Special Educational Needs Register if:

· An assessment has been carried out by an external agency i.e. an Educational Psychologist, speech Therapist.

· If the child is to have an individual or group lesson with a Learning Support Teacher

· If the child's class teacher has written or is implementing an Individual Education Plan.

· If the child needs to 'Be Monitored.'

Provision

Pupils will receive an Individual Lessons with a learning support teacher if it is felt necessary. Alternately a small group lesson may be set up if this is felt to be a more appropriate way to meet the needs of the pupil. An Individual Education Plan will be drawn up and reviewed twice a year.

Small groups covering reading or spelling will also run throughout the school wherever a need is perceived.

Monitoring progress and assessment 

We have an assessment framework throughout the school for the assessment of learning. Within this framework pupils who are underachieving can be identified and provision made for them.

Pupils receiving Learning Support will be assessed twice a year, appropriate tests will be used depending on the focus of the lesson. The results of these tests will determine the targets on the following Individual Education Plan.

If intervention is no longer needed a period of monitoring may well follow to ensure that the pupil is coping with the demands of the curriculum.

Pupils being monitored will be reviewed at the end of every term or as necessary with either the class teacher or the subject teacher.

Review

We aim to constantly review the professional development of staff to ensure that they are adequately trained and supported to be able to provide a range of learning experiences so that pupils can fulfil their own potential.
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